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1.  General characteristics of 1.  General characteristics of 

students in Grade 9 applied Frenchstudents in Grade 9 applied French

•• Profile of students in our board Profile of students in our board 

"Where we're coming from""Where we're coming from"

–– largely urban/suburban with a smaller rural largely urban/suburban with a smaller rural 

populationpopulation

–– 16 secondary schools with populations ranging from 16 secondary schools with populations ranging from 

approximately 650 to 1500 studentsapproximately 650 to 1500 students

Bev and Mark's SpecificsBev and Mark's Specifics

•• both over 20 years experience teaching Core both over 20 years experience teaching Core 

and Immersion French and Immersion French -- applied and general and applied and general and 

academic, mostly secondary, some elementaryacademic, mostly secondary, some elementary

•• both worked as consultantsboth worked as consultants

•• Parkside and Sherwood are Parkside and Sherwood are semesteredsemestered schools schools 

-- 75 minute periods75 minute periods

•• applied classes between 19 and 23 studentsapplied classes between 19 and 23 students

•• programs used:programs used: Quoi de Quoi de neufneuf? (Pearson)? (Pearson)

Audience profileAudience profile

•• Passages Passages 

•• TousTous EnsembleEnsemble

•• Entre Amis Entre Amis 

•• Voyages Voyages 

•• D'AccordD'Accord

•• Vive le Vive le FranFranççaisais

•• PasseportPasseport FranFranççaisais

•• CoursCours moyenmoyen de de franfranççaisais

Who are these students?Who are these students?

••What is positive?  What is positive?  

••What is less positive? What is less positive? 

••What is interesting? What is interesting? 

Strategies used to engage Strategies used to engage 

students and to enjoy spending students and to enjoy spending 

time with themtime with them (pg. 1 of 3)(pg. 1 of 3)

•• Structure of our classes Structure of our classes 

•• Motivational tricksMotivational tricks

•• Break the lesson up to do as many different Break the lesson up to do as many different 

activities/phasesactivities/phases

•• Be flexibleBe flexible
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Strategies used to engage Strategies used to engage 

students and to enjoy spending students and to enjoy spending 

time with themtime with them (pg. 1 of 3)(pg. 1 of 3)

•• Release control to the studentsRelease control to the students -- teacher teacher 

as facilitator as facilitator 

•• Say it with a smileSay it with a smile or a twinkle in your eyeor a twinkle in your eye

•• Differentiated instruction Differentiated instruction -- limit choice to limit choice to 

two or three optionstwo or three options

Strategies used to engage Strategies used to engage 

students and to enjoy spending students and to enjoy spending 

time with them time with them (pg. 3 of 3)(pg. 3 of 3)

•• Focus on what the Focus on what the 

students are doing students are doing 

rightright

•• Focus on the message Focus on the message 

they're conveying they're conveying 

rather than the form rather than the form 

of the message of the message 

•• Focus on the Focus on the 

kinaesthetic kinaesthetic 

Differentiated InstructionDifferentiated Instruction

•• 10 different ways 10 different ways 

of making of making 

choices choices 

•• Choice of Choice of 

evaluationevaluation

10 different ways of making 10 different ways of making 

choices:choices:

10. Choice of time.5. Choice of activities.

9. Choice of seating.4. Choice of questions.

8. Choice of materials.3. Choice of text.

7. Choice of members of 
group.

2. Choice of 
environment.

6. Choice to work
independently or with a 
partner.

1. Choice of 
topic/theme.

Integrating TechnologyIntegrating Technology (pg. 1 of 3)(pg. 1 of 3)

Who has heard of the following:Who has heard of the following:

•• Audacity Audacity 

•• SmartBoardSmartBoard

•• ExpressLabExpressLab

•• SenteoSenteo
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Integrating TechnologyIntegrating Technology (pg. 2 of 3)(pg. 2 of 3)

Web resources:Web resources:

•• Bon Patron Bon Patron 

•• Le Grand Le Grand dictionnaire.comdictionnaire.com

•• Twitter Twitter 

•• BlogspotBlogspot

Does anyone have a webpage?Does anyone have a webpage?

Integrating Technology Integrating Technology (pg. 3 of 3)(pg. 3 of 3)

•• French Learning Team French Learning Team 

–– use of use of SmartBoardSmartBoard

•• ExpressLabExpressLab

–– online sharing online sharing 

–– purchasing materials purchasing materials 

Success vs. SurvivalSuccess vs. Survival

•• Sometimes success Sometimes success is is survival.survival.

•• Student success versus teacher successStudent success versus teacher success

SuccessSuccess = Positive attitude= Positive attitude

•• I I cancan’’tt believebelieve class class isis over over alreadyalready!!

•• I I justjust realizedrealized thatthat I I actuallyactually look look forwardforward
to to thisthis class.class.

•• Can Can wewe have more of have more of thatthat cheesecheese??

•• I I stillstill dondon’’tt likelike French, but I French, but I likelike youyou. . 

•• This This isis the first time in 3 the first time in 3 yearsyears thatthat I have I have 
passedpassed French.French.

•• Look! I Look! I diddid mymy homeworkhomework!!

la fin!!la fin!!


